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THIS {8 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


L. Phe Yoerth Korean railway system afte: the war was in rather voor operating 
candition, and Little repair or new conetruc%ion has heen undertaken, Because 
of tae frequent accidents resulting ‘rom old equipment and careless operation, 
some slight improvements were made in 19468. such ae replacement of o1d paasen~ 
ger cars with never modele, rewards of food Sor engineers maintaining regular 
achedules, and enforcenent of more stringent eafety regulations, On the ather 
hand, some tracks were removed, including cne side, anproximately 43.7 kilo=- 
meters long, of the double track on the Seoui~Simuii ju main line between the 
atations of Yahyon (126-26, 38-00) and Namch’onjom (176-24, 38-2r) .* 


2, Wleetric locomotives are operating ou the following lines: 


Shorwon (127-12, 38-14) to Kumensgsan (127<27, 38-18) line; before the 
Japanese surrender on the entire Line, but since then only on the section 
Shorwon jo Changdo-ri (127-40, 33+30). 


SeouleJonean line, wit only on %be section, about 53.9 kilometers long, 
between Pokkve-ri (12716, 38-P6) and Foganeni (197=29, 38-50). 


?yongwon line, from Tangdok (126.54, 3%-10) to Ch’onul-1t (126-48, 39-20), 
a Gistance of 27 kilometers. 


Manne main line between Kujang-dong (126-02, 39-52) and Pusong-dong (126-16, 
ACu(4}, & distance cf 40 kilometers; the locomotives use 690 volt electrical 
aupply. 


3, An improvement in oreration of steam Llocometivee followed the discovery of 


better quality coal at tre dojimdonmg (1ab-c5, 47-30) mine in North Haugyong 
Province. Eiforss are being made to incressz the output of this mine. 
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4. Sepeir facilities are quite inadequate, although after the war the locomotive 
factories in Chonejin, Hamhung, Yonsan. Pyongyang, and other centers were 
vestored to action, Most repair work, tocanse of the shortage of parte, has 
1a be dona by cansibalizing other locomotives, There is also a shortage of 
colored gless for aignal lights. North Xsrean authorities have been trying 


+9 procure supplies through purchase from Sonth Korea and foreign countries, 
| 25x1 


5S. & higher rellway school was eatabliaiisd tn Pyonvyang to tratn railway tech- 
eicians,,in a one-year course. Specially apt asudents of pro-Soviet orienta- 

tion are trained at gfovernmen’: expent? or may even be sent to the USSR for 

aftanned trointns, Plene ere onder tay for the establishment of sinilar 


zchools at Hamhung and Chong Jin. 


S. Shae deteriorating condition of railwey lines ie exemplified by an secident 
waLeh occurred on 22 June 1949, Flevints of an unidentified cavalry battalion 
(spprexinately forty mea and Tifty hoizes* wers in transit from Wonsan to 
Tangyang (128-58, 38-04) when their créer: vere changed, and they entrained 
‘or movement to Heeju (175-42, 38-02). The train, consisting of four freight 
ears and two locomotives, overturned as i! was moving north to Wonsan, on & 
bridge between Ptongeh'on (127-54, 3f-54) and Kojo (127-64, 38-58), The 
accident was caused by the washing evay of four piers on the right side of 
vhe bridge as a result of heavy rain:, Only twelve men and ceven horses eur- 
vived, all with severe injuries. Traffie on the line was suspended for forty 
Gaye, during which time a wooden bridse was to be built to replace the conerete 


structure. 
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